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ROTATION:          Cardiovascular Medicine & Cardiac Imaging

   INTENED:           MS-4, PGY 1,2,3

DURATION:          1-2 months; Monday-Friday 7:30 am – 4 pm

The VA elective in Cardiovascular Medicine & Cardiac Imaging is structured to provide an academic introduction to clinical cardiology and cardiovascular imaging (EKG, echocardiography, stress testing, nuclear cardiology, transesophageal echo, and cardiac MRI). 

OBJECTIVES

At the completion of the rotation participants will be expected to have achieved the ability to perform a focused cardiovascular exam, provide a basic EKG interpretation, arrive at a differential diagnosis for common presenting cardiovascular complaints, and understand the indications and contraindications for commonly employed cardiac imaging techniques.

ACTIVITIES and EXPECTATIONS

 Participants will spend their time evaluating new cardiology consults as well as working directly with cardiology staff in the performance of stress tests, cardiac nuclear imaging studies, echocardiograms, and cardiac MR. There will be daily rounds during which time participants will be expected to present their patient evaluations and management plans. Over the course of the rotation publications covering 5-10 major cardiology trial will be distributed and each participants will be expected to present the articles in an informal “journal club” format.  At various times throughout the day there will be assorted reading sessions where nuclear stress tests, echocardiograms, and cardiac MRI’s are interpreted that participants are encouraged to attend. 

DIDACTICS and CONFERENCE

In addition to clinical activities participants will be expected to attend the following didactic conferences: EKG  (Monday 4 pm), Cardiac Cath (Thursday 1 pm), Medicine (Daily 12 pm), and Cardiac Imaging (Friday 7 am). 

EVALUATIONS

Participants will be individually evaluated based on their attendance, active participation in the service, quality of patient evaluations and  interrogatories, level of preparation and presentation of assigned articles.

RECOMMEND READINGS

It is strongly recommended that the following texts be obtained and read prior to start of the elective.

- The Only Ekg Book You’ll Ever Need, Malcolm S.Thalerm Lippincott Williams & Wilkins

- Cardiac Elective Syllabus and Core Curriculum (available from VA Medicine Office)
Sincerely,

Michael D. Greenberg, MD

Chief, Echocardiography & Nuclear Cardiology

Co-Director, Cardiac MR
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